


Conflict prevention in the multimedia age
Opportunities and challenges posed by new technologies 

and consumer habits

Digitalization, on-demand services, blogs and Web 2.0: The world 

of multimedia is in transition. The second Deutsche Welle Global 

Media Forum will primarily highlight the rapid technologi-

cal development in the world of media and debate the ensuing 

questions related to modified usage. In light of these changes, the 

conference will examine the future of content delivery, especially 

for topics pertaining to peace and security.

Do the changes in technology and user profiles influence the way 

in which the media report on conflicts – or do they directly influ-

ence the way in which a war is fought? What about the impact on 

peace-building processes and conflict-prevention strategies? What 

are the main challenges for the international media during this 

technological revolution? How have the expectations of viewers, 

listeners and users changed, and what is the best way to reach them 

in the digital age? 

Deutsche Welle’s Global Media Forum 2009 will bring together 

media users and producers, peace building and conflict prevention 

specialists, representatives from the fields of media technology and 

security, public relations, the military, the arms industry as well 

as members of government and political parties to network and 

discuss the challenges and solutions for the future.

the 2009 topic individual sessions

The multimedia revolution and its impact on conventional media

YouTube & Co.: Generating new audiences or excluding even 

more people?

Blogging for peace or hate as a way to bypass censorship?

A tale of two worlds: Is the “digital divide” overrated?

Mobbing or civic participation: Are users’ contributions a blessing 

or a curse? 

Peace radio: Well-meant idealism or realistic impact?

IPTV and its worldwide cross-cultural impact

Community media and TV in conflict resolution: A model for 

countries in crisis?

The young generation: Is anyone watching, is anyone listening?

Digital natives: Under the spell of mobile phones and social 

networking? 

Viral marketing: Is there a best practice?

Computer games: Simulating peace or imitating war?

Theatre of war: Embedded reporting and the nature of warfare

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The multimedia revolution and its impact on conventional media YouTube & Co.: Generating new audiences or excluding 

even more people? Blogging for peace or hate as a way to bypass censorship? A tale of two worlds: Is the 
“digital divide” overrated?  Mobbing or civic participation: Are users’ contributions a 
blessing or a curse?   IPTV and its worldwide cross-cultural impact  Community media and TV in conflict resolu-

tion: A model for countries in crisis?  The young generation: Is anyone watching, is any-
one listening? Digital natives: Under the spell of mobile phones and 
social networking?  Viral marketing: Is there a best practice? Computer games: Simu-
lating peace Suggestions or imitating war? Theatre of war: Embedded reporting and the nature of warfare  More 
channels, more news: No more room for profound reporting? From joysticks to…

More channels, more news: No more room for profound 

reporting?

From joysticks to body count: Ethical aspects of modern warfare

Law enforcement and data security: Is the world becoming a 

safer place? 

Security leaks in cross-border data flow 

Suppressed websites: Will censors lose the race?

Digital populism: Can the public prevent governments from going 

to war?

Modern civil society organizations: How to avoid missing the 

multimedia boat

PSYOPS, PR, the media and conflict: Who shapes the message in 

a modern society?

The usage of the term “Security” in the media

The mutual responsiblity of the armed forces and civil society

Gag order: When national interest collides with citizens’  

basic rights
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